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CSU probing
nursing doctorate
program
By Jennifer Hadley
Staff Writer

T

he California State University system might have
a doctorate program in nursing
offered on two or three of the
campuses by January 2011, its to
a CSU spokesperson said.
“I think offering a nursing
doctorate program at a few CSUs
would be great,” senior nursing
major Diana Paulson said. “Since
I am planning to continue in my
education to get my master’s and
possibly a doctorate, I think it
would be great to go to a CSU.”
A bill offering a nursing doctorate in the CSU system still
needs to be passed by the California Senate, said Erik Fallis, a
CSU media relations specialist.
“The legislation is now a twoyear bill that has passed the Assembly,” Fallis said. “If passed
by the Senate during next year’s
session, it would go into effect
January 2011.”
The bill was suggested to
address the CSU nursing fac-
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communications major
basic understanding of communication research and a basic understanding of how the students
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See DEGREE, Page 2
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SJSU forward Colby Moore, No. 7, reacts to an offsides call by the side official during the Spartans’ scoreless
draw against the Santa Clara Broncos on Sunday night.

Team of SJSU students chosen to create
marketing campaign for real-world competition

By Dominique Dumadaug
Staff Writer

D

Buddhists cast mandala in sand
at San Jose Museum of Art
Page 6

Men’s soccer team draws against valley rival

ulty shortage, which leaves many
nursing programs to turn away
qualified students, according to
the CSU Web site.
The undergraduate nursing
program has approximately 392
students enrolled this fall semester, said Sutee Sujitparapitaya,
the associate vice president of the
Office of Institutional Research.
This fall semester 73 new
students were accepted into the
nursing program and approximately 63 will be accepted in the
spring, said Jayne Cohen, the director of the school of nursing.
“Per the legislation, only two
or three programs would be initiated in the first year,” Fallis said.
“Several CSU campuses would
be strong candidates for this program.”
Fallis said it would be difficult
to narrow down which campuses
might pilot the program including SJSU.
“Nursing programs depend
on recruiting and retaining facSee NURSING, Page 2
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By Kyle Szymanski
Staff Writer

S

JSU has been chosen among
21 schools nationwide to
participate in a competition that
gives marketing students the opportunity to gain practical experience in their field.
Senior marketing major Jared Lewis and seven of his classmates in Robert Vitale’s Business 137H Honors Practicum

in Marketing class must create
a complete marketing campaign
for the 2010 Honda Insight hybrid vehicle.
“The EdVenture Partners
Honda Insight National Collegiate Marketing Competition
gives students a real-world experience of what they have learned
in the classroom,” said Robert
Vitale, lecturer for the department of marketing and decision
sciences.

The group has been given a
$2,500 budget by the Honda
Corporation, and must now use
it to research, implement and
evaluate a marketing campaign
that targets the Generation Y
market.
If its campaign is chosen out
of 20 others, it will have the opportunity to present it to a panel
of Honda executives and win
$5,000.
“I think it is a great opportu-

nity for students to get the pace
of the real world and to see what
is out there,” senior marketing
major Miriam Salazar said. “In
school, we learn from books,
but this is a real-life experience
that you can touch and feel.”
The group’s work began on
the first day of school in August, and will culminate in a
campus wide promotional event
See MARKETING, Page 3

Click mouse here to find a campus expert
By Leonard Lai
Staff Writer

A

s fast as a click of the mouse,
experts from SJSU are here to
help students, said Jeff Gordon, senior director of program development and external partnerships.
On its Web site, the experts can
link presentations, identify themselves with icons listing their accessibility to the community, and
even though they move offices,
their profiles can still be updated,
Gordon said.
“We mean to build a userfriendly one stop for students,
faculty and anyone in the community,” Gordon said.

Users can search the database
for specific experts pertaining to
a subject using built-in filters, according to the Web site.
The filters allow experts to be
listed as media sources, external
speakers or collaborative researchers, Gordon said.
“We have over 1,000 faculty
members, and we are giving them
the opportunity to voluntarily
identify themselves,” Gordon
said.
More information can be
found on the Experts@SJSU Web
site than on the faculty directory,
he said.
See EXPERTS, Page 3

A screen shot of Experts@SJSU, a Web site that links
users to faculty members who have expertise in
specific areas.
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MANDALA: Tibetan monks construct a traditional sand
mandala at San Jose Museum of Art on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. See an audio slideshow on spartandailyphoto.com and a video on thespartandaily.com.
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Jaehne to focus on globalizing SJSU
By Ryan Fernandez
Staff Writer

Dennis Jaehne

Among his colleagues,
Dennis Jaehne is known for
his creativity and collaborative approach to problem solving — qualities he can use
as SJSU’s new associate vice
president of undergraduate
studies.
“Universities work by persuasion and collaboration,” he
said.
Jaehne, a former faculty
member and chair of the communication studies department, officially began his new
job on July 13, replacing the
former associate vice president, psychology Professor
Robert Cooper.
As associate vice president,
Jaehne said his responsibility
is to keep the office of undergraduate studies running.
According to its Web site,

the office of undergraduate
studies oversees matters that
relate to the academic life of
undergraduate students.
The Web site states that
these matters include overseeing changes in the undergraduate curriculum, ensuring SJSU’s accreditation by
the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges, and
certifying general education
courses.
Because of the budget cuts,
Jaehne said students have approached the undergraduate
studies department for help
enrolling in classes, but said
all his office can do is recommend that department chairs
prioritize assistance for graduating seniors.
“We can try to intervene,
but we don’t have direct authority,” he said. “This is not
the place to go for that.”
Jaehne said the university
has had to deal with budget
cuts on and off for the past
five years, but has always tried
to minimize the impact to instruction by making cuts in
nonacademic areas such as facilities maintenance and support staff.
He described the situation

as “hobbling along with one
hand behind our back.”
Communication
studies
Professor Shawn Spano said
Jaehne is a “consensus builder,” and said he was able to
creatively work within a bureaucracy.
“The university needs
someone who can build consensus and think creatively,
especially because of difficult
times,” he said.
Anthropology
Professor
William Reckmeyer said Jaehne was heavily involved in activities across campus.
“He makes an awful lot of
effort to reach out,” he said.
“He’s got fingers in almost
everything going on on-campus.”
Jaehne said he is interested
in study abroad programs and
cultural exchanges, and said
he wants to place a priority
on globalizing SJSU and preparing graduates to be global
citizens.
“You don’t really know your
own culture until you step out
of it,” he said.
Communication
studies
lecturer Beth Von Till said she
worked with Jaehne for 12
years at the Center for Fron-

tier Science at Japan’s Chiba
University, bringing Japanese
high school students to SJSU
to practice their communication skills through English immersion.
“He helps people to be their
best selves,” she said.
Reckmeyer said Jaehne was
one of the original fellows of
the SJSU Salzburg Program
when it began in 2006.
As part of the program,
Reckmeyer said Jaehne was involved in student recruitment
at SJSU and was an active faculty member of the Salzburg
Global Seminar.
According to Jaehne’s
faculty Web site, he started
teaching at SJSU in 1989 and
became the chair of the communication studies department in 1996.
His Web site also stated
that he is active in the SJSU
study abroad program and has
lead four trips to Bath, England.
Social Sciences Dean Timothy Hegstrom said he credits
Jaehne with founding the University Council of Chairs and
Directors, of which Jaehne has
been co-chair for the last nine
years.

Facilities VP resides on campus
to gain insight into students’ concerns
Center.
“Mr. Kashiri is a very visionary person,” said Karen Barrett,
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Staff Writer

NURSING
From Page 1
ulty,” Fallis said. “Part of that
need can be addressed by educating more nurses to the doctorate
level, which increases the pool of
individuals qualified to teach in
nursing programs.”
Paulson said she would definitely consider using a CSU doctorate program.
“I want to be a teacher someday for a nursing school, and
a Ph.D. would be beneficial,”
Paulson said.
The nursing faculty shortage contributes to the nursing shortage in hospitals, Fallis
said.
“According to research, lack
of nursing faculty is a key contributing factor to the nursing
shortage,” Fallis said. “Some 70
percent of nursing schools across
the nation report rejecting or
wait-listing prospective students
precisely, because they cannot fill
teaching positions with qualified
faculty.”

Senior nursing major Katherine Hughes said she thinks offering a nursing doctorate at a CSU
would be good, because it would
be cheaper for students, but she’s
not so sure she would use it herself.
“I wouldn’t do it, because
I’m in a stage where I want to
graduate and start a family, but
maybe down the road,” Hughes
said.
Paulson also said she thinks a
nursing doctorate program in the
CSU system would be more financially accessible to students.
“I think the benefits would
be affordability and a good education,” Paulson said. “I would
most definitely consider using
a CSU nursing doctorate program.”
Students and faculty can assist in getting this bill passed,
Fallis said.
“For the next legislation session, which begins January
2010, students and other supporters can contact state representatives — especially those in
the Senate.”

He said he attained a degree
in electrical engineering as well
as a physics degree but ended up
not going back to Zimbabwe.
“My entire life I’ve been in
construction,” Kashiri said.
He said his father had a small
construction company and that
he ran one of his construction
crews.
His experience includes
working on the Georgiadome, Fort Valley State University, Southern Polytechnic
State University and most
recently at Norfolk State
University.
He said he’s still in the process of moving from Norfolk,
Va.
“I hope this is my final stop,”
Kashiri said. “I plan to be here
until I retire.”
Kashiri said he’s currently reviewing his department’s plans
for the future.
“My goals should mesh with
the goals already developed,” he
said.
Kashiri said he would also be
reviewing and changing existing
goals.
He said his new job is a challenge because of budget cuts.
“In facilities, you can reduce
the number of students, but
you still have to maintain those
facilities as if they’re being used

at 100 percent capacity,” Kashiri
said.
Kashiri said the job is challenging, but that’s why he took
it.
He said that competition
for the job was stiff, but that
he must have said the right
things.
His experience, his communication and the way he
treats the student as a client is
what he said he brings to the
job.
“The reason we’re here is to
make sure we provide facilities
that are conducive to student
learning,” Kashiri said.
He said he’s been walking
around campus, talking to faculty and students to learn of
their concerns.
“They’ve been raising their
issues and concerns, and I’ve
been listening,” Kashiri said.
He said he wants to create
a team with good communication and a singular goal in
mind.
The goal is to do everything
with the student’s best interest
in mind, he said.
He said he’s been living on
campus to get an inside look at
it.
“My intention is to live on
campus for the next seven to
eight months,” Kashiri said.
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according to its Web site.
Coopman said the fourunit classes students are now
required to take are an introduction to communication
studies class, a senior seminar
course and two foundation or
theory classes, two inquiry or
research classes, two practice
or applied classes of his or her
choice.
Students can take eight units
that are either upper- or lowerdivision courses and two units
of applied activity in communication classes.
“Students can do an internship, they can work in forensics,
which is speech and debate, they
can work in the communication
studies lab,” Coopman said of
the applied activity courses.
“And that helps them decide
what it is they might want to do
with their degree.”
Coopman said there are a variety of directions a communication studies major can go after
graduating.
“Some students go into sales,
or marketing or human resources,” she said. “Some students
go into broadcasting. One of
our best students works for the
(Golden State) Warriors in public relations, so students have a
lot of flexibility of what they can
do.”
Coopman said students in
transition between the old and
new requirements have been
talking with advisers on a caseby-case basis.
The graduate program has
been refined as well, according
to the department’s Web site.
Instead of 30 units, graduate students must complete 38
units in order to receive a master’s degree.
“We’re not increasing the
number of classes,” graduate coordinator Deanna Fassett said.
“We’re increasing the unit total

on most of the classes, so that’s
what’s accounting for the slightly larger program.”
According to the graduate
studies Web site, the introductory course is now four units,
and graduate students must also
take a sequence of one unit research methods workshops, an
advanced methods workshop,
a proseminar communication
scholarship, an advanced writing workshop, 18 units in electives and have a choice of writing a thesis, taking an exam or
presenting a project.
“The shift in our curriculum
has really focused on helping
people become better professional writers, professional
speakers, professional researchers who can really clearly communicate and become effective
across many different environments,” Fassett said.
He said revising the graduate
program has helped some students get financial aid.
“In general, those students
are better off, because last year,
in order to get to full-time status, you would have to take
three classes,” she said. “You
only need eight units to qualify
for financial aid purposes at the
graduate level. Now, two classes
does that. So in that sense, it’s
actually a better deal for our students who are on financial aid.”
A reason the department
changed the graduate problem
was that some students who
were working on their theses
were still having trouble writing
them, Fassett said.
“This is a master’s degree
that will help students stand out
more, because the requirements
are more rigorous,” Coopman
said. “Particularly with the writing class that students can take.
That’s not common at the graduate level, to have a writing class
and yet it is so key. It is one of
the number one complaints that
you get from employers that
graduates can’t write.”
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about it,” Uhlik said. “We’d like
people to know that we’re here to
be consulted. We’re here waiting for
your call.”
Kathryn Sucher, a nutrition,
food science and packaging professor, said she believes it can benefit
the outside community.
“It would be useful for when different colleges collaborated with us,
since they may not be familiar with
our faculty,” Sucher said.
Hundreds of instructors have
added themselves to the Experts@
SJSU Web site since its initial launch
three years ago, Gordon said.
“We have been doing lots of inreach, and we need more outreach,”
Gordon said. “I encourage feedback
from everyone.”

MARKETING
From Page 1

on Nov. 4.
The Generation Y market consists of the 77 million
people born between 1977 and
1997, according to the textbook “Marketing Essentials.”
The in-class, working marketing agency, named MarketIN-Novation, is delegated into
separate departments similar to
a real marketing agency, Lewis
said.
Lewis said the team is broken into a research department, a public relations department and an advertising

department.
Lewis said this opportunity gives his team a head
start in the marketing field
that few marketing students
get to experience while in
college.
“This is a really great opportunity for all of us, because
we are all marketing majors,”
Lewis said. “We are doing
something some people out in
the work force haven’t even had
a chance to do yet.”
Throughout the past month,
the group has collaborated to
conduct research about its target market, Lewis said.
The students must now design a campaign and bring it to

life, Lewis said.
After the Market-IN-Novation campaign is done, the
students must collect postcampaign research, and then
conclude with a formal presentation to Honda Corporation
that summarizes the campaign
results and successes, Lewis
said.
Salazar said the competition will give her an advantage
when she goes to look for a job
after graduating.
“When you go out there
and get a job, you’ll know what
you are expected to do,” Salazar said. “It’s the chance of getting to know what is really out
there.”

Campus Images

Gordon said he recognized that
instructors needed more than their
SJSU faculty Web pages to build
bridges with the community.
Gordon said back when the Web
site used older technology, it wasn’t
updated properly.
“We didn’t have a keyword
search function — we were a basic
Web site connected to the university directory,” Gordon said. “Now
though, there are enough functions
to appeal to instructors. We wanted
to give faculty members control of
their profile.
“They can add a picture, list

their office hours and link directly
to their class Web site if they so
choose among other functions.”
The Experts@SJSU Web site is
not meant to replace faculty Web
sites, but to be complementary to it,
Gordon said.
Future faculty could tie this with
social networking, Gordon said.
“By no means do we have an end
state, but I think we have a good beginning,” Gordon said. “The main
issue is to let the community know
that the Experts database exists.”
Kim Uhlik, a hospitality, recreation and tour management assistant
professor, said he hopes for the Experts@SJSU Web site to catch on.
“We do a lot of work that benefits the public — if anybody knew
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[ Dave Cabebe / Spartan Daily ]

Ron Buena, a junior business management major and Akbayan Pilipino Club secretary, collects clothing donations for the club in front of the Student Union on
Monday to raise awareness and aid for those affected by the typhoon that struck the Philippines on Saturday.

Tiny technology leads to lower prices
By Angela Marino
Staff Writer

If the 160 gigabyte iPod was
sold in the 1980s it would have
cost $400 million. Currently, the
iPod retails at $250, said an Applied Materials representative.
On Thursday, Omkaram Nalamasu, deputy corporate chief technology officer and vice president
of advanced technology at Applied
Materials, gave the symposium
“Nanomanufacturing Technology:
A Platform for the 21st Century,”
which was held in the Engineering
building Room 189.
Douglas Nguyen, a freshman
civil engineering major, said Nalamasu’s explanation of creating
energy-efficient products by using
nanotechnology was fascinating.
“The future is all about technology,” Nguyen said. “I really
liked how Nalamasu related the
progress to an iPod. Such a short
time ago it would have been so
expensive. Now it’s attainable for
many people.”

Many other products, such as
laptops and televisions, were used
during Nalamasu’s lecture as evidence that nanotechnology is becoming more reasonably priced
and used more often by companies.
Nanotechnology is defined as
a branch of technology that deals
with dimensions less than 100
nanometers.
A nanometer is defined as a
metric unit of length equal to one
billionth of a meter.
“Recently this week, Newsweek has come out with their
green rankings top 500 companies
in America for 2009, and Applied
Materials is number nine,” Nalamasu said. “We are one of the largest solar equipment providers in
the world today.”
According to Newsweek’s
green rankings, Applied Materials designs its products to use
less water, energy and greenhouse
gases.
Leyzer Coker, a sophomore
computer engineering major,

Sparta Guide

Today
Chinese Day 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Student Union Amphitheater. Check out a kung fu show.
For more information,
call (408) 916-8897.
Employer Information Session:
Research in Motion Corporation
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. at Ohlone
room in the Student Union.
Recruiters will provide information about the internship opportunities in computer science,
computer engineering, electrical
engineering, software engineering
and telecommunications. Juniors
and seniors are invited to attend,
and the event is open to current
SJSU students. For more information, contact Sherri Bowman
at sherri.bowman@sjsu.edu. Free.

said he thought the presentation
showed the importance of nanotechnology going forward.
“Nanotechnology will continue to reduce in cost, and it will
continue to provide more space
as technology is able to make it
even smaller than it already is,” he
said.
The liquid-crystal display industry in the 1990s was about
$1 billion to $2 billion, now it is
more than a $100 billion dollar
industry, Nalamasu said.
“There were three waves. The
first wave was the LCD panel
screens used for laptops,” Nalamasu said. “The production costs
for the screens in the 1990s were
$60 per square inch. By 2010, the
cost will be $1 per square inch.”
In the next 50 years, with significant investments from supporters of technology, it will grow
by half that it is today, he said.
“The main technologies that
will grow are energy efficiency
products and technology, because
that is where companies are en-

Tomorrow
Money Management For Students 1:30 p.m. at Clark 118.
For more information,
contact Veronica Mendoza
at (408) 924-5921

couraging investments,” Nalamasu said.
Conservation is important in
the development of new technology, as well. For example, inefficient household windows create a
six percent energy loss, he said.
“Applied Materials is continuing to invest and create solar panel
cells to make them more attainable
to all,” Nalamasu said. “The price
of solar panels will decrease as time
goes on, just as the iPod did.”
Applied Materials creates and
commercializes
nanomanufacturing technology that produces
semiconductor chips, also known
as a miniaturized electronic circuit,
and flat panel displays, according
the Applied Materials Web site.
“It is crucial to invest in sustainable energy technologies,”
Nalamasu said. “Over the last 10
years only three percent of industrialized countries have invested in
energy-efficient products, whereas
other countries have a healthier
way of seeing how technology will
progress.”

1 Thursday
Bible Study
7 p.m. in the Guadalupe room
on the top floor of the Student
Union.
For more information,
contact Stephen Hoang
at a2cf_president@yahoo.com.
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Rugby club strives for success
By My Nguyen
Staff Writer

By winning two games last
year, the SJSU rugby club had its
best season in a decade, club president Nolan Verga said.
“We won two games in a row,
and we lost three games by less
than six points total,” said Verga,
a senior history major. “We had
a lot of really close matches last
year. We beat our rivals Santa
Clara and they weren’t happy
about that ...
“Just a bunch of teams that
thought they were going to run
all over us like they used to. But
we just brought the pain. We
came back and made it real close
matches.”
Coach Dean White said the
20-17 win over Santa Clara was a
boost in conﬁdence for the club.
“SJSU hasn’t beaten Santa
Clara in 15 years,” he said. “It was
one heck of a way to end the season and we’re planning to carry
that forward to the 2009-2010
(season).”
Forward D.J. Avilucea said
the team has a chance to win the
Division-II title.
“From what I’m looking at,
and from the way our team has
progressed, and the look of the
new guys, I think we can deﬁnitely go over .500 and be a playoﬀ
team,” senior English major Avilucea said.
Traditionally, the team has relied on strength, Avilucea said.
“Over the last couple of years,
we’ve been able to pick up quickness in our game, where we don’t
have to rely on pounding the ball
in like we used to — although
we still love to do that,” he said.
“We’ve come to a point where we
have the ability, more like the luxury, to be able to spin the ball out
to the back and get our speed guys
going down.”
White said the team improves
every year, and this year is no exception.
“We’re making students out of
rugby — to learn the game just
makes them that much better,” he
said. “I’m expecting great things
from the team this year.”

[ John Russo / Contributing Photographer ]

Soccer team settles
for draw with Broncos
SJSU midfielder Ricky Dorrego, No. 21, jumps for
a header against a Santa Clara player in a 0-0 tie at
Spartan Stadium on Sunday night. The Spartans best
scoring chance came in the second overtime, when
midfielder Nick Cukar’s shot clanged off the left post.
SJSU had six shots on goal while Santa Clara had two.
SJSU goalkeeper Jonathan Lester posted his second
shutout of the season. The Spartans record is now
2-6-1. Their next home game is their Mountain Pacific
Sports Federation conference opener against Cal State
Sacramento on Oct. 8. By Ben Cadena, Staff Writer

[ Adam Murphy / Spartan Daily ]

Gerald Johnson runs away from a fellow teammate during a practice.
White said Rashad Colver is
one of the keys to the team’s success.
“Rashad Colver was selected
for the Paciﬁc Coast All-Star
Team, (but) due to some physical issues, he was unable to attend
those tryouts,” he said. “He’s a
deﬁnite stand out in this club.”
Colver leads by example by being disciplined in his training and
staying focused during practice,
White said.
Avilucea said the one thing
the team needs to improve is its
understanding of the rules of the
game.
“We take a lot of penalties
where we don’t really have to take
(them),” he said.
He said if the team can work
on understanding the rules, it will
make great strides.
Rugby is a contact sport and
requires 15 players on each team,

White said.
“It’s a very physical game,
much like football, but it allows
players to demonstrate their individuality in the aspect that everyone can run the ball, everyone can
score a ball, and they all can make
this game their own,” he said.
Nolan Verga said the best thing
about the team is how physical it
is.
“I just like hitting people,” he
said. “I wrestled for 11 years, and
I came to SJSU, and I didn’t want
to wrestle for the team here, and
I realized I could play rugby, and
I could do the same physical contact.”
Verga said there are some differences between rugby and football.
“You don’t wear pads, and the
ball doesn’t end once it touches
the ground,” he said. “The game
is continuously live, and the ball
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2 BD/2 BA CONDO $1495/ mo. Washer/dry in
unit. Parking/water/gb incl. 408-890-6154
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is also the line of scrimmage, so
there’s no hitting from behind and
there’s a little bit from the side, but
mostly it’s direct-on combat.”
The game doesn’t involve big
plays like in football, Verga said.
“It’s a game of slow, methodical
possessions, and hits, and slowly
moving the ball forward, and
creating opportunities for those
people in the back to makes gaps
and score tries,” he said.
The rugby club is going into its
40th year, and its goal is to introduce people to rugby, White said.
“We’re looking at a good number starting this season — around
50,” he said. “We encourage everybody to come out and give the
sport a try. If you’re an athlete,
there’s a position for you on the
rugby ﬁeld.”
The rugby club’s season begins
next semester, but its non-league
matches start in October.
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All the news that’s not fit to print
Angelo Lanham
Yes, I Have A Point
When the news hit that Kanye
West blurted out something involving Beyonce during Taylor
Swift’s MTV Video Music Award
acceptance speech, I said to myself that I didn’t give two ____s.
There’s a reason for this — I
don’t give two ____s about Kanye
West, which is, coincidentally,
the exact number of ____s I give
about Beyonce, Taylor Swift, and
MTV in general, let alone the
Video Music Awards.
As awards go, even the Grammys are a joke. The fact that Elton John is up to his neon-green
Liberace sunglasses in Grammys
is proof enough of that.
The public uproar was a result
of one overpaid pop star interrupting another overpaid pop
star, while accepting the only
music award that’s more of a joke
than a grammy, to say that yet another overpaid pop star is better.
The mathematically savvy will
determine that it is a grand total
of 10 ____s I don’t give about the
whole mess.
No matter how many ____s I
didn’t give, though, I kept hearing about it and hearing about it,

and ﬁnally decided that I had to
see this much ballyhooed spectacle.
After wholeheartedly blaming
the media’s obsession with this
trite crap, thereby absolving myself for having this morbid curiosity in the ﬁrst place, I called up
YouTube and asked about it.
Imagine my surprise when I
had to sift through about three
dozen YouTube user responses to
the incident just to ﬁnally see the
jackass yank the mic from some
country starlet.
Video after video featured extreme close ups of adolescents’
faces, talking to the camera about
the earth-shattering incident.
“What’s up, YouTube?” typically
starts the video.
This is what we do with 4.5
megabit Internet.
Back in the dial-up days, it
took an hour and a half to post
your shoddy opinion about the
Clinton-Lewinsky affair onto
your shoddy home page. Now,
we stream videos instantly, and
we use this information to talk
about pop stars.
It isn’t that there’s no other

side to this video craze. Similar
responses are to be found involving vaguely more important
issues — such as the future of
health care in America.
The number of opinion videos
about health care doesn’t hold a
candle to the ﬂood of responses to
the West/Swift incident, though,
and I didn’t see one kid from the
West/Swift response team commenting on health care.
It goes to show you what our
values really are.
For years, we’ve complained
that the news is giving us ﬂuﬀy
crap in place of information.
Typically, this complaint will
be centered around a key gripe
that Britney Spears grabs the
headlines while tallies of our
troops killed in our holy war are
relegated to the back page.
These complaints ring hollow
when it becomes apparent that
Internet user media is obsessed
with the same things that have
been forced down our throats.
It’s easy to blame “the media”
for providing useless information,
just as it’s easy to blame Wikipedia for the results of your crappy
research habits.
Finally, we are free of the big,
bad media. We can publish any
article we want about any topic.
We have power and a voice now.
Right? If we make our own
news, we don’t have to hear about

that Britney Spears wench and
her shaved head any more.
But is it any surprise that the
public seems, by and large, to
have used most of these tools to
reﬂect that the media has, indeed,
been giving us what we want instead of what we need?
Just look at Sarah Palin.
Preying on a terriﬁcally underinformed public, she managed
to taint the perception of health
care reform by introducing the
buzzword, “Death panels,” on
her Facebook page.
This made headlines, and you
can even hear some idiots repeating the crap posted there.
It has led to the tired old argument about grandma being murdered, which is such a standard
bullshit appeal to emotion when
trying to manipulate ideals.
You don’t believe in the death
penalty? What if someone murdered your grandma?
That’s neither here nor there,
I suppose.
But, when the broad, new
frontier, full of possibility, begins
to exactly reﬂect the shlock we’re
handed, and have been complaining about, there may be a
problem.
Angela Lanham is a Spartan
Daily copy editor. “Yes, I
Have A Point” appears every
Tuesday.

Better regulation would make health insurance markets more free
Jon Xavier
Senior Staff Writer

A few months ago, I had to go
to the emergency room.
I was having chest pains. They
weren’t sharp pains, but they
weren’t going away. As pain in the
chest is on the short list of things
one really doesn’t want to mess
around about, I went.
The emergency room doctor
ordered a bevy of tests.
They took an electrocardiograph of my heart. Normal.
They checked my blood. No
worries.
They took a chest X-ray. Nothing out of the ordinary. The doctor told me I was ﬁne and asked if
I was under any stress.
I don’t think she understood
why I laughed when I answered
that I was a journalism student.
She told me that stress can
often mimic the symptoms of far
worse disorders. She said I should
try to relax.
Three weeks later, I got a bill.
My delightful emergencyroom adventure cost $3,000, and
my insurance wasn’t covering it,
because I had already exceeded
my limit on doctor’s visits for the
year.
Needless to say, I started having chest pains again.
It could be argued that I
should have known better than to
go when my insurance wouldn’t
cover it, but I’d never come close
to approaching the limit on my
insurance before.
And besides, what sort of a
system is this where a man who
thinks he is dying should have to
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stop and consider whether he can
aﬀord the treatment that could
save his life?
There’s something wrong with
this scenario.
Isn’t this approaching exactly
the denial of care that the death
panel folks seem to fear so much?
This is what I think is being
left out in the current debate on
health care.

My delightful
emergency-room
adventure cost $3,000,
and my insurance
wasn’t covering it,
because I had already
exceeded my limit on
doctor’s visits for the
year.
There seems to be a perception
that health care reform will result
in decisions on personal care being made by some shadowy group
in a smoke-ﬁlled room far from
the light of accountability and
oversight.
This perception seems to neglect the fact that this already
happens.
There’s nothing to stop an insurance company from setting an
arbitrary limit on coverage.
There’s nothing to stop an insurance company from denying a
person coverage based on a preexisting condition.
There’s nothing, in other
words, to keep them from decid-

ing what sort of care Americans
receive.
Say what you will about government bureaucracies, they are
at least, in theory, overseen by
the lawfully elected representatives of the people — please hold
your laughter until the end of this
editorial.
Insurance agencies, by and
large, aren’t overseen by anybody.
Under the McCarran-Ferguson
Act of 1945, insurance companies
are largely exempt from federal
regulation under the commerce
clause of the U.S. Constitution.
This means, among other
things, that they aren’t subject to
federal antitrust laws.
Of course, the McCarran-Ferguson Act exempted insurance
from federal regulation in favor
of state oversight. But that could
only have the eﬀect of making
regulation less consistent and
more piecemeal.
All of which would be at least
bearable if the public could inﬂuence the insurance companies
in other ways. Given a choice
between companies, people will
take their business to the one that
oﬀers the greatest service for the
least amount of money.
People vote with their money.
That’s how things are supposed to
work under a capitalistic system.
But most Americans — 159
million, or 52 percent according
to a 2009 survey by the Kaiser
Family Foundation — get their
health insurance through their
employers.
The market for the insurance
companies is, therefore, the employers, not private consumers.
That said, Americans can either accept what their employer
gives them, or pay more for the
same level of service from a personal insurance company.

According to a 2004 report by
Kaiser Family Foundation, the
average employer pays 85 percent
of premium costs for individual
insurance and 72 percent for
family coverage.
Employers could theoretically
bargain with insurers to get their
people better coverage. But anyone who expects the interests of
businesses and the people they
employ to always be perfectly
aligned ignores 175 years of labor
reform in the U.S.
Clearly, we need to change the
way we insure America.
But it needs to be a better
change than the shibboleth of tort
reform oﬀered by opponents of
the president’s health care plan.
Incidentally, malpractice
amounts to less than two percent
of all medical spending, according to a 2003 estimate by the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.
Of the cases that go to court,
90 percent involved a legitimate,
serious injury, and of those, 63
percent were because of physician error, according to a 2006
study by the Harvard School of
Public Health and Brigham and
Women’s Hospital.
In other words, not only do
medical malpractice cases not
drive up costs signiﬁcantly, they
serve a valuable role in redressing
errors by doctors.
The answer to our health care
woes is more regulation, not less.
We need to recognize that, in this
case, the problem is not government, but unchecked private industry.
We need to hold insurance
companies responsible for the
level of care that they provide.
Jon Xavier is a Spartan Daily
senior staff writer.
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Between a rock
and Afghanistan
Adam Murphy
Murphy’s Law
Iraq and Afghanistan
drove the presidential debate
until the economy crashed.
All serious debate about
both wars petered out as our
ﬁnancial systems entered
meltdown mode.
The winding down war in
Iraq now pales in comparison
to the one in Afghanistan.
The Afghanistan war, the
so-called — by the Obama
administration — “good”
war of the two — as if there
can ever be a good war, has
been a disaster.
Nothing of real consequence has been accomplished, and only now after
seven years of war is there a
wholesale re-evaluation of
the war in Afghanistan.
Obama is in the ﬁrst stages
of making good on his campaign promise of winning
the war in Afghanistan. He
ordered a re-appraisal of the
Afghanistan war, and the report that came back was grim
at best.
The general who is leading the oﬀensive in Iraq has
called for more troops immediately.
With the war in Iraq winding down, all the attention is
being paid to Afghanistan.
Afghanistan, once thought of
as the “forgotten war,” is now
front and center.
Support for the “good” war
is waning among Obama’s
own party members, and the
people who voted him in are
growing war weary.
Obama is at a dangerous
crossroads that could have
monumental political repercussions for both him and
the Democratic Party.
The real-world implications of staying in Afghanistan are a lot more casualties
and a lot of money spent on
a war that may take more
than four years to yield any
results.
If Obama fulﬁlls his campaign promise and continues to pour more troops and
more money into the war, it
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could mean political suicide
for the Democratic Party in
the 2012 presidential election.
The Grand Old Party
would jump at the chance
to proclaim the Democratic
Party incapable of leading
this country during war.
If Obama decides to renege
on his campaign promises
and pull out of Afghanistan,
he will be opening himself to
criticism from the right.
Obama is stuck in
damned-if-you-do, damnedif-you-don’t situation.
The Afghanistan war is an
albatross for the Democratic
party that may see all their
gains in the 2008 election
vanish.
If al-Qaida is allowed to
ﬂourish in Afghanistan, it
may extend its sphere of inﬂuence into Pakistan.
Al-Qaida is already active in Pakistan, but with its
home base under control, it
could focus all their energy
and resources on slowly taking over Pakistan.
With Pakistan comes a
nuclear weapon. What is
more important?
Potential political suicide
from a war that can’t be won
any time soon? Or potential
nuclear annihilation?
An already tense situation
between India and Pakistan
could boil over into all-out
war if Pakistan falls into alQaida’s control.
The U.S. might not be attacked if it pulls out of Afghanistan, but it certainly
won’t help the stability of
south Asia.
The British tried unsuccessfully to control Afghanistan. The Russians, during
the Cold War, had about as
much luck as the British.
I hope Obama tries, and I
hope he has more luck.
Adam Murphy is a Spartan
Daily sports editor.
“Murphy’s Law” appears
every Tuesday.
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Tibetan healing
By Anne Rigor
Contributing Photographer

A

Tibetan sand mandala was created at the San Jose Museum of Art Friday,
Saturday and Sunday in order to raise funds for Tibetan Children’s Education Fund, which, according to its Web site, is “a nonproﬁt corporation dedicated to the preservation of Tibetan culture by supporting Tibetan schools and
school children-in-exile from their homeland.” ■ Ngawang Chojor and Lama
Paljor are the Tibetan monks constructing the sand mandala. ■ “This is a very
old Tibetan tradition,” fund founder Karma Tensum said. “The senior Lama
was telling me it probably dates back to the ninth century A.D. ■ “Generally in
Tibet, sand mandalas were created as a healing art.” ■ Both monks have traveled
with the group in an attempt to raise money for the school and to bring awareness to the Obama Administration about the dying culture of the Tibetan people, according to the group’s Web site. ■ Throughout the weekend, more than
$25,000 was raised at the museum and during a beneﬁt dinner Saturday night
event organizer Jennifer Prugh said. ■ The construction of the mandala took
three days, beginning with a chant requesting the permission of mother earth to
create the piece and ending with its deconstruction. The sand from the mandala
was later distributed to visitors as part of the deconstruction ceremony. ■
(Left) Senior Lama Ngawang Chojor, right, and Lama Paljor construct the
sand mandala while onlookers quietly watch. (Lower left) The Tibetan
monks patiently works to create their mandala. (Lower right) Frank Billner and his son Frankie, 5, examine the details produced by the Lamas.
[ John Sebastian Russo / Contributing Photographer ]

[ John Sebastian Russo / Contributing Photographer ]

(Right) Senior Lama
Ngawang Chojor creates the
outer ring of the mandala,
which represents the idea
that there is always evil
around that is good in life.
(Lower left) Magan Mahoney of Cambell (left) and
Linda Janowitz of Cuptertino (right) lift Donald Linden
of Cuppertino (center) to
watch Lama Paljor work.
(Lower right) Senior Lama
Chojor completes the
mandala ceremony with the
deconstruction of the mandala signifying the impermanence of life.

[ Anne Rigor / Contributing Photographer ]
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